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1. Christian Communications of Chicagoland Inc. ("CCC"),

licensee of WCFC-TV, Channel 38, Chicago, Illinois, hereby files

these brief Comments in response to the Commission's Sixth Further

Notice of Proposed Rule Making (FCC 96-207, released August 14,

1996). CCC supports the Commission's proposed DTV allotments for

Chicago area stations, and for the reservation of Channel 21 as the

DTV channel for WCFC-TV, provided that no changes are made to the

channel plan which would result in increased interference to WCFC-

TV.

Background

2. Station WCFC-TV is an independent voice for the Chicago

area. CCC takes seriously its commitment to serve the pUblic

interest, and places a high priority on programming which promotes

family values. As a result, the station airs programming aimed at

particular audiences, such as senior citizens, which is not found

on other local stations. The station also participates in

community events in order to serve the interests of the greater

Chicago community.



3. The Broadcasters' Modified DTV Table, which will be filed

in conjunction with the joint conunents of broadcast television

stations and networks, proposes Channel 64 as the DTV channel for

WCFC-TV. The use of Channel 64 would require WCFC-TV to move two

times, once to the new DTV channel and again to another available

channel- -assuming a channel is available- - if the Conunission' s "core

spectrum" plan is adopted.

Discussion

4. CCC opposes the proposal to reserve Channel 64 as the DTV

channel for Station WCFC-TV. This additional move would cause CCC

to incur significant costs which could affect the economic

viability of the station. Second, CCC would face higher costs

associated with operation on Channel 64, further affecting the

station's economic viability. Finally, two channel changes would

greatly increase the potential for viewer confusion in Chicago, the

nation's third largest television market.

5. The use of Channel 21 as the DTV channel for Station

WCFC-TV, as proposed by the Conunission, would not require the

station to move twice. As a result, expenses associated with the

transition to DTV would be significantly reduced, a matter of

particular concern to an independent UHF station. In addition,

limiting the station to one move would help to ensure that the

viewers of Station WCFC-TV would be able to find their favorite

programs with minimal disruption. Finally, operating expenses for

Channel 21 would be less than expenses for operation on Channel 64,
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further reducing the costs associated with the transition to DTV.

Conclusion

6. CCC, therefore, urges the Commission to adopt its DTV

channel plan for the Chicago area. The use of Channel 21 by WCFC-

TV is spectrally efficient and would serve the public interest by

minimizing viewer confusion and by minimizing expenses incurred by

CCC associated with the transition to digital television.

Conversely, there is no pUblic interest benefit in reserving

Channel 64 as the DTV channel for WCFC-TV.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Ruger

Counsel for Christian Communications
of Chicagoland Inc .

. Baker & Hostetler
1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20036-5304

Telephone (202) 861-1500

Filed: November 22, 1996
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